
 
 
 
Serbia’s Silent Ethnic Cleansing Campaign in the Municipality of Medvegja (Presevo Valley) 
 

The municipality of Medvegja is one of those places that are difficult to put on the map. It is 

precisely in this multiethnic municipality in southern Serbia located only 65 kilometers east of 

Pristina, however, that international community needs to direct all its attention now. It needs to 

do so before the ongoing political and humanitarian crisis in Medvegja assumes regional 

dimensions; and before the international community is faced with inconvenient facts that are 

headed to raise the tensions between Kosovo and Serbia to another level. A more dangerous level.  

 

Since 2011, the Serbian government has been engaging with a systematic discriminatory policy 

that exclusively targets residents from the Albanian community in the municipality of Medvegja. 

Their objective is to drive out the last remaining Albanians living in Medvegja. Only within the four 

years, from 2015 to 2019, around 4,000 Albanians have been deleted from civil registry. They were 

deleted while still in posession of valid documents issued by the Serbian state authorities. As a 

result, they are no longer eligible to vote, to renew an expired personal ID, they are not entitled to 

receive healthcare services, and are living under extreme political conditions, with no guarantee 

that their property won’t be confiscated by the state. If this is not an assault on human rights, 

what else should that be? If this is not an outright stripping away of citizenship, what else should 

that be? Yet neither international community in Serbia, nor the media, or civil society have 

condemned this practice. But they will be forced to do so soon because the new government 

waiting to be formed in Pristina is already talking about the ongoing discrimination against 

Albanians in the Presevo Valley (especially in Medvegja) and it has promised to use the same 

policy against Serbian minority in Kosovo. This is not desire but it might be inevitable political 

solution.  



 

In Medvegja, the deletion of Albanians from civil registry is being conducted in a terribly efficient 

manner. The Serbian state authorities are abusing namely with a section of law that alledgedly 

regulates the residency status of the citizens of Serbia (in Serbian known as Pasiviziranje 

prebivališta i boravišta Član 18). The way this discriminatory policy works in practice is that 

Serbian Ministry of Interior (MUP) personnel claim to have sent out an invitation to respective 

citizens that calls upon the individual to show up at the local police station (reminiscent of the 

Milosević era). However, there is no record of such invitations being dispatched nor, for that 

matter, that they are keen to verify whether Albanians still live in their respective place of 

domicile. There is no evidence that the police ever showed up to their homes to verify whether 

Albanians still live there.  

 

In the second step, as we have learned from thousands of cases from our community, the Serbian 

MUP personnel are determined by any means to assemble false cases against Albanian citizens in 

Medvegja. The use of false witness statements is widespread. In several cases, in fact, in an effort 

to demonstrate that a particular Albanian citizen allegedly no longer lives in Medvegja, they cite 

false statement given by neighbors or even relatives. What follows next is that the MUP personnel 

insert this self-generated, false information into a database, and from there on it reports the “non-

existence of the citizen” to the healthcare services, the electoral register, and to institutions 

responsible for pension and disability insurance, to name just a few. It is at the doorsteps of these 

institutions that Albanian citizens from Medvegje are being told: “you are no longer entitled to 

receive healthcare services”, “you cannot register your car”, “you cannot apply to receive your 

pension”, and what’s worse, “you are no longer eligible to vote because you don’t appear in the 

electoral register”. 

 

This is a humanitarian crisis of epic proportions and an outright assault on democracy. We have 

Albanian citizens with cancer, who are unable to receive medical treatment, and we have 

thousands of Albanians citizens who want to issue an appeal, that is to say, to reinstate their 

status as equal citizens in Serbia, however the MUP is categorically refusing them. The standard 

response given is: “this is an instruction from above” and “we are not obliged to provide any 

explanation to you”.  

 

The consequence of this state-induced discrimination was that when the last round of local 

elections was held on September 8th, 2019, in Medvegja, only 1,800 Albanians were listed as 

eligible to vote. In 2015, there were 5,000 Albanians registered as eligible to vote. Therefore, 



within four years, the Government of Serbia is solely responsible for having deleted more than 

4,000 Albanians from the civil registry and the electoral register in the municipality of Medvegja. It 

is important to emphasize again that most of the Albanians in Medvegja have been deleted from 

the civil registry, while still being in possession of their valid, official documents issued by the 

Republic of Serbia. The state authorities in charge do not distinguish between citizens, whether or 

not they are handicapped or retired, young or old, male or female. The only condition is that they 

have to be Albanian.  

 

This is unacceptable behaviour conducted by a state that is a candidate pursuing future 

membership of the European Union. It is also unacceptable that municipality of Medvegja has 

been awarded the price ‘municipality/city of the year’ in Serbia for 2019. The price is a recognition 

for the municipality’s alleged efforts to achieve equal opportunity and equal treatment for its 

multiethnic communities. The Royal Norwegian Embassy in Belgrade is co-sponsoring the price, 

and it is regrettable that they are endorsing the leadership of a municipality (Nebojsa Arsic) for 

equal treatment and opportunity at a time when 4,000 Albanians have been stripped of their 

citizenship in Medvegja.  

 

As an elected political representative of the Albanian community in Medvegja, I am deeply 

disturbed by the fact that until today neither an international organization in Serbia nor a foreign 

embassy in Serbia has issued a statement about this silent ethnic cleansing of Albanians in 

Medvegja. While the focus of the international community has been on bringing the Kosovar 

Albanian political leaders and those of the Republic of Serbia back to the negotiation table in 

Brussels, a silent ethnic-cleansing campaign against Albanians is taking place in Medvegja.  

 

 

The Serbian Government to Reinstate Citizenship Rights to Albanians in Medvegja: 

As a political representative of the Albanian community, I call upon all relevant political 

institutions and international political bodies to undertake the following measures against the 

government of the Republic of Serbia, in order to stop its discrimination against the Albanian 

community in the municipality of Medvegja:  

 

• Create an independent committee consisting of Albanians, Serbs, that is closely monitored 

by a US political body.  

 



• The task of such a committee would be to investigate, document, and produce facts about 

the extent and nature of discrimination against Albanian community in the municipality of 

Medvegja in particular (due to the ongoing alarming discrimination in the present), but it 

should ideally encompass also the other two predominantly Albanian populated 

municipalities in southern Serbia: Preseva and Bujanoc.  

 
• Reinstate citizenship rights which were taken away from Albanian citizens in the 

municipality of Medvegja to the pre-2011 period.   

 

• Investigate the use of international funds in the municipality of Medvegja which were 

meant to aid interethnic tolerance and collaboration since 1999.  

 
 

• Investigate and condemn the overtly nationalistic language that was used by President 

Aleksandar Vucic during his most recent visits to Medvegja.  

 

• Exercise pressure upon the Serbian state authorities, civil society organizations in Serbia, as 

well as independent media, about the ongoing political and humanitarian crisis in 

Medvegja. An Albanian citizen who is rendered an illegal resident overnight by MUP 

personnel, and can no longer receive healthcare services, is living in state of existential 

threat. Someone must be held accountable for this crisis in Serbia.  

 
 

I kindly ask you to a stand on behalf of the Albanian community in Medvegja, because in doing so 

you will stand up for a democratic Serbia. We ask you to help us to reinstate the status of Albanian 

citizens in Medvegja as equal citizens of Serbia. We don’t deny the state of Serbia; Serbia should 

not deny our existence as citizens.  

 

Sincerely yours,  

Muharrem Salihu 

 

Muharrem Salihu  

Political Representative of the Albanian Community  

Member of the Municipal Assembly in Medvegja 

  

E-mail: forum.afeds@gmail.com 

 



 
 

 
 
 

 

 


