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Ladies and Gentlemen,

Thank you for your presence here in Cascais today, on this special Sunday which marks the World Peace Day. 

I would like to begin by greeting Mr. Marco Indiati and Ms. Claudia Lehmann from the Percorsi Association,  and which promotes the Brussels Declaration, who honour us today with their presence at this moment which carries so much significance for our whole community.

And although he is not here in person with us today, I would also like to send warm wishes to the Vice-President of the European Parliament, and President of the European Socialists.

I am of course referring to Mr. Gianni Pittela, who has been one of the most enthusiastic promoters of this initiative, and who has spread this contagion to us with his optimism reflected in the letter he addressed to me, congratulating us on adhering to this declaration.

Greetings also to the representatives of the nations and religions of the world, who have associated themselves to this initiative of the Cascais Town Council and thus imbued the moment of a pledge to peace with greater significance and added vitality.

Without borders between cultures or religions, nor walls between men, we celebrate the most noble values of human nature, expressed in this Brussels Declaration – a Pledge to Peace, in which Cascais now becomes the first Portuguese Municipality to sign.

That Cascais is the first institution to do so, especially in a year which celebrates the six hundred and fiftieth anniversary of its foundation, should surprise no-one.

Our prosperity, both as a people and as a territory, was built on a foundation of diversity, of respect and mutual understanding. 

Values which are inseparable from our very identity and which have, over time, been tested and challenged by the harshest of circumstances and events, without ever having been abdicated from.

Even in the darkest days of great despair, even in the days when Europe and the world
almost fell to their knees in the face of fanaticism, our values where the sacred territory which allowed for good men to meet, here in Cascais a haven of peace, of pluralism and of freedom.

Artist and writers, atheists and believers, royal families and simple men, entire families and orphans, people from the whole of Europe, looked to the shores of Cascais as the only possible destination.

The place they came to call “home”. The home that they proudly helped to build.

The history of Cascais is one of peace. By signing this document we honour our History,
our culture and our values, but much more than that, we fulfill our aspirations.


 
Dear friends,

Violence itself was born with the very first man. It was both reason and the law which domesticated him, giving everyone the just opportunity to live in society, to live in peace.
 
No matter how much time passes or lasts, human imperfections will not however disappear or be erased.

If violence is an evil in all periods of time, the quest for peace must then be a struggle of all time.

In Portugal, in Europe, we live in state of illusion. The illusion that, with the advent of the European Union, the 25 years since the fall of the Berlin Wall and globalization, war would become an anachronism.
 
Curiously it is in 2014 which marks the centenary of the Great War and the 25th anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall, that all our illusions of perpetual peace came to a full stop.

Everywhere, there is hate, resentment, and unending desires of power at any cost.

This has happened because evil will always be out there. 
But it also our fault that it is happening. 

Over the last 60 years, we have forgotten the lessons of our grand-parents. We have conceived peace as an inalienable right, which has always been there to be lived at no cost, as if an inexhaustible commodity.

Maybe this was true in our very small gated quarters. But the world outside, the world which entered our home through the television at meal times, was a very different one.

We linked peace to prosperity, and prosperity to wealth. And, suddenly we became more of a market than a community of life and destiny. We forgot that it was peace and values that united that which the market now threatens to divide.
 
Our problem, the European problem, was that we were seduced by a materialistic vision of peace. European peace is having money, a good job, a strong social state which supports us throughout life, and brings, at the end of the day, a peaceful night.

Peace, real peace, is much more than the materialistic conditions of existence.

Peace is not immobilization nor situationalism. 
 
I look at the list of the winners of the Nobel Peace Prize. 

Great names of our collective history, our heroes, are, each in his own way, great fighters.

Martin Luther King fought for civil rights. 
Mandela fought against racial segregation and for democracy against apartheid.
Mother Teresa fought against exclusion and inhumanity. 
Lech Walesa fought against the oppression of communist tyranny.
Bishop Ximenes Belo and José Ramos Horta fought for the freedom of their people and for conciliation with their oppressor.
 
They fought with determination. And because they fought, there was a chance for peace.

The imperfection of man is intemporal, sometimes the use of force may be necessary and legitimate in order to achieve peace.

The Portuguese were an example to the world because they produced a revolution without bullets or weapons. They had merely carnations and a lot of determination and courage from their military.

Unfortunately, that example of the Portuguese revolution was all too soon forgotten. 

And force enters the freedom equation on a cyclical basis.

This should not lead us to believe that all use of force is illegitimate – to do so would be very dangerous.

I would consider it great if good will and dialogue were in themselves sufficient to stop all the atrocities being committed by the Islamic State or the terrorists. But they are not, just as in the past they were not sufficient to stop the advances of Hitler or Stalin.
 
This leads me to another point: there are very difficult times ahead  for democrats.

In the face of the threats of the modern world, from terrorism to nationalism, there are those who hurry and wave their flags of fear.
 
We all know, from the lessons of history, that in the name of peace and security and even of freedom, the greatest of crimes ever registered have been committed against men.

Peace is one of the most elevated aspirations of human life.

But true peace only exists when accompanied by dignity, by responsibility and by the freedom of men.
 
And so that there is no doubt, Democracy is the political regime which best consecrates and integrates these values.

In a democracy, peace and dignity are two sides of the same coin.

Evidence shows that democracies do not enter into war against each other.
They may fight against third parties, but they never declare war against each other.
Whereas dictatorships and autocracies cannot say the same. 

Thus, I believe that the only way to peace is by greater democracy.

More democracy is synonymous of less violence, less arbitrarity and less despotism. 
 
We are at a moment in time with similar traps to those of the past before us. Let us learn from history because we cannot give ourselves the luxury of committing the same mistakes.
 
Here in Cascais, we have a very special attitude to life: instead of conforming to our dimension and sitting quietly in our corner, we prefer to make a difference. We set out in search of local solutions to global problems.

What we are doing here today is not just signing a document and, much less, buying a peaceful conscience. 

Today, we begin to apply a programme in which all the citizens of Cascais are called to action and to bear the noble responsibility and have the freedom to become Ambassadors for peace.

Until the day comes when peace prevails. That day when, as Gladstone said, the power of love overcomes the love of power.
 
As a people and as a community, it is with our eyes fixed on that day, that we will continue to live.

Thank you very much and you will always be welcome in Cascais.
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