
 

 

 

Editorial 

Welcome to this sixth issue of the Oldham Peace Times, newsletter of the Oldham 
Pledge to Peace Forum. This is a regular publication to inform people and 
organisations with an interest in working for peace about the Forum and its work.  

2016 has proven to be a most momentous year for peace in Oldham. We have seen 
the creation of an Oldham Pledge to Peace Forum, with Oldham’s first Mayor of 
Peace as its Chair. The Forum now has over thirty local and national affiliates, many 
of them local schools, working for peace in our borough and beyond.  

We organised a very successful first Oldham Peace Week. We also have a new 
peace book section in our central library; a revitalised town centre peace garden; 
and a team of youth peace ambassadors, and our Mayor has joined over 7,000 
others in membership of the international Mayors for Peace initiative. 

Our plans for 2017 are in development. We are well on our way to reaching our half-
century of signatories to the Forum. We are also working to put in place the exciting 
programme of events and activities that are encapsulated in our recently adopted 
2016-17 Peace Plan to help make Oldham a more peaceful borough. 

I hope that this issue will inspire you to do something for peace – you can join the 
Forum if you represent an organisation that has signed the Pledge to Peace or one 
that wishes to do so – please find more details on Page 2 and at the end of this 
newsletter. 

Our next newsletter will be out in early spring 2017 so do please send stories and photos 
for inclusion in our next issue, as well as feedback, to richardoutram35@gmail.com  

Yours in Peace, Richard Outram, Editor 
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An Introduction to the Pledge to Peace  

 
 

 

The Pledge to Peace initiative, also called the Bruxelles Declaration, was established 
at the “Peace and Prosperity - Founding Values of the European Union” conference 
held on November 28, 2011 at the European Parliament in Brussels.  

The initiative was the brainchild of then First Vice President of the European 
Parliament, Mr. Gianni Pittella MEP, the former President of the European Parliament 

Senator Emilio Colombo, and the Associazione Percorsi. 

The Pledge to Peace was sponsored by Mr. Prem Rawat, an authoritative and 
international speaker on peace, who was the first signatory. Mr Rawat was later 

appointed ‘Ambassador to the Bruxelles Declaration - Pledge to Peace’. 

Institutions and organisations are invited to sign the Pledge to help create a “culture 
of peace” across Europe by carrying out practical actions for peace in their 

communities 

Each signatory is asked to submit a report of these activities to the initiative’s 
secretariat, the Percorsi Association, by the UN International Day of Peace, observed 

on 21st September each year.  

More information about the Pledge can be found at:  

http://www.pledgetopeace.eu/ and http://www.associazionepercorsi.com   

More information about the Ambassador to the Bruxelles Declaration – Pledge to 

Peace, Mr. Prem Rawat, can be found on this website:  

http://www.premrawat.com  

 

 

 

 

http://www.pledgetopeace.eu/
http://www.associazionepercorsi.com/
http://www.premrawat.com/
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One Hundred Years On – the Women’s Peace Crusade 

 

Many thanks are due to academic Ali Ronan for this very special article. 

The Women’s Peace Crusade swept through industrial East Lancashire in the 
summer of 1917. It was part of a series of spontaneous women-led demonstrations 
across the country urging the Government to negotiate a peace. 
 

This specific piece of research aimed to uncover the 'ordinary' Crusader, the local and 
‘unheard’ women in the cotton spinning and weaving towns of Blackburn, Manchester, 
Burnley, Nelson, Oldham, Rochdale and Bolton, where recruiting was strong.   
 

The research has been led by a team of dedicated and enthusiastic volunteers 
working alongside professional archivists in local archives. We also had contributions 
from researchers in Bradford and Cumbria. Researchers also drew on articles in 
newspapers of the time; the directory of Crusade organisers and their addresses, 
published in the Labour Leader in the summer of 1917: census returns; and the Cyril 
Pearce Register of Conscientious Objectors held at the Imperial War Museum.  
 

Academic Ali Ronan coordinated the research, working with support from the Centre 
for Regional History in Manchester Metropolitan University, whilst the newly- 
recovered stories and local finding form the basis of the film made by the Clapham 
Film Unit and scripted by Hazel Roy.  
 

The film recreated the Crusades in East Lancashire, using the fictional cycle journey 
of the young Manchester undergraduate and Women’s International League 
member, Mabel Phythian, to link up the Crusades from Manchester to Nelson.  
 

Some of the material has changed our understanding of the Crusade locally and has 
revealed many previously unknown local women who were coordinating local 
demonstrations. These 'ordinary' women have truly been hidden from history.  
 

The Women’s Peace Crusade film: the next screening is on February 28th at 
Central Library Manchester at 5.30. Be quick! The first screening sold out in 24hrs! 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-womens-peace-crusade-1917-1918-another-
screening-back-by-popular-demand-tickets-29882895545 We are trying to arrange a 
screening in Oldham in the near future; more details as we have them. 
 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-womens-peace-crusade-1917-1918-another-screening-back-by-popular-demand-tickets-29882895545
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-womens-peace-crusade-1917-1918-another-screening-back-by-popular-demand-tickets-29882895545
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On the Set at Alexandra Park, Manchester  
 

On 1 October, Maria Ellis from Peace Talks Oldham joined the cast on the set as an 
extra when filming took place at Alexandra Park, Manchester. Thanks are due to 
Maria, shown below with the ‘Peace Now’ banner for these photos from the day’s 

film shoot.  
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A Concert with the Mayor and Mayoress 

 

On 23rd October, The Mayor and Mayoress of Oldham (seen on the right top in the 
photo) were invited to a special UNICEF fundraiser held recently in Stockport. Other 

representatives from the Oldham Pledge to Peace Forum also attended.  

Hosted by the Stockport United Nations Association, guests were able to listen to 
wonderful music from the Sale Chamber Orchestra and Persian artists before being 
able to partake of a delicious buffet. Over £2,000 was raised for UNICEF.  

A Poem for Oldham’s Peace Mayor 

An event was held on 24th October at which Oldham’s Mayor of Peace was presented 
with a very personal gift. Serena, 8-year old daughter of the former Mayor and 

Mayoress, wrote a special poem for the current Mayor, Cllr. Derek Heffernan.  

This poem was first read by Serena in public at the Oldham Peace Day event, but 
Serena wanted to read it again to the Mayor privately before presenting him with a 

specially decorated framed copy for the Mayor’s Parlour (seen below).  

Serena read and then presented the poem to the Mayor, in front of the Mayoress, 
her proud parents, Cllrs. Ateeque ur-Rehman and Yasmin Toor, and family members. 

The poem is reproduced on the back page of this publication. 
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Peace Babies at St. Martin’s School 

On 17 October, the pupils and staff at St. Martin’s CE Primary School 
(http://www.st-martinsoldham.co.uk/) made their own Pledge to Peace in the 
presence of the Mayor and Mayoress of Oldham. 

In the morning assembly, Deputy Head-teacher Beth Glennie told everyone about 

the history of Jelly Babies, a confectionary with a connection to peace.  

First manufactured in 1919 at the end of the First World War by Bassetts of Sheffield 
as Peace Babies, symbolising re-birth after the terrible conflict, the many colours and 
flavours represent the diversity of nations and cultures living together in harmony. 
They were only renamed Jelly Babies in 1953.  

 

The children then affirmed how they could work together to make the St. Martin’s 
school community a peaceful one and prizes were presented to two children 

nominated by their peers and their teachers for demonstrating peaceful conduct. 

Oldham’s Mayor of Peace, Cllr. Derek Heffernan then addressed the assembly. He 
said the whole school should give itself “a pat on the back...as today you are going 
to dedicate yourselves to working for peace in the world.” Cllr. Heffernan also spoke 
of children being victims of war and asked the assembly to think of the children of 

Aleppo, Syria, now in the midst of a terrible civil war. 

Following the assembly, the Mayor and Mayoress met with the Student Council and 
Mrs. Glennie for a photo-call. 

 

http://www.st-martinsoldham.co.uk/
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Peace branches out at Alexandra Park Junior School 

On 2 November, the Mayor and Mayoress of Oldham were able to meet with some 
very special young people recently – the Head Boy and Head Girl and the newly 
appointed peace ambassadors of the Alexandra Park Junior School 
(http://www.alexandrapark.oldham.sch.uk/). 
  

 

These girls and boys will be helping to bring the message of peace to the whole 
school community and beyond, and they have some furry friends to assist them – 
the school now has two colourful peace bears, bought on E-bay. Children 
demonstrating peaceful conduct will be able to take home a bear for the weekend.  

The Mayor and Mayoress were able to meet the Bear and Bearess in person. 

 

The Mayoral visit enabled Deputy Head-teacher Jenny Seabright to sign the Pledge 
in the presence of the Mayor and Mayoress, the girls and boys, and of course the 

bears. 

The symbol of Alexandra Park is a tree and amongst their unique plans for peace is 
a project to create a living tree symbolising peace with the pupils forming the trunk 

and branches – this would be filmed by a drone from overhead. 

 

http://www.alexandrapark.oldham.sch.uk/
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Kingfisher’s Special Children make a Special Promise 

Thanks for this article and photographs are due to Jenni Cryer, Assistant 

Headteacher at Kingfisher Special School (http://www.kingfisher.oldham.sch.uk/.)  

At the Oldham Schools Alliance conference in March 2016, the-then Deputy Mayor of 
Oldham – Councillor Derek Heffernan - spoke about the importance of promoting 
peace in Oldham and his pride at Oldham Council being the first council in the UK to 
sign up to the pledge. He asked that Oldham schools consider signing the pledge.  

The Kingfisher Action Team (the equivalent of a school council), has written a 
personalised ‘Promise to Peace’ which is a promise of how we will treat each other. 
This was unveiled by Cllr. Heffernan, now Mayor of Oldham, during a special signing 
ceremony on the 14 November 2016. It is now displayed in school for all to see.  

 

During the ceremony, the children sang about what a special place Kingfisher School 
is, and joined in our school prayer. We shared a short film showing our children 
demonstrating how they put the ‘Peace Promise’ into action – including helping each 
other and being kind and friendly to ensure that our school is a peaceful and happy 
place.  

As part of our work for the pledge to peace we are planning to embed our peace 
promise into our curriculum through PSHE (personal, social, health and emotional 
education), RE (religious education), SMSC (spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
education) and our work on British Values - such as learning to have ‘mutual respect 
for and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs and for those without 
faith’.  

http://www.kingfisher.oldham.sch.uk/
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Kingfisher Special School already has a culture of promoting peace – both inner 
peace of the individual children and staff, and peace between all members of our 
learning community, through our work to promote wellbeing and our belief in 
helping each other to develop.  

We believe that it is important to develop the whole child and to help them to gain 
the necessary life skills which will enable them to become resilient and confident 
members of their community - which is why we are delighted to be a signatory 
school for the pledge to peace.  

At Kingfisher School we have a dedicated reflection space called ‘Sid’s Garden’ which 
we are developing into a place of peace, with a ‘peace pole’ designed by the children 
of Kingfisher.  

 

Mayor of Peace visits St Mary’s School 

Oldham’s Mayor of Peace is a tenacious fellow when it comes to spreading the 
message of peace. Despite sustaining a broken collar bone in a nasty fall only a 
week before, on 21 November Mr. Mayor made a visit to St. Mary’s CE Primary 
School, Greenfield (http://www.greenfieldstmary.oldham.sch.uk/) in the most 

atrocious weather. 

 

http://www.greenfieldstmary.oldham.sch.uk/
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At a school assembly, presided over by Acting Headteacher Trish Burton and PSHE 
Co-ordinator/School Council Lead Lorna Wray, after saying the school prayer, the 
children were asked to discuss the school ethos and to identify some words 

associated with peace.  

The Mayor then spoke to the school assembly before members of the School Council 
came forward to the front. Members of the School Council had decided that the 
school should become a signatory to the Pledge after a meeting arranged by Mrs. 

Wray with Maria and Richard from the Forum. 

Mrs. Burton then signed the Pledge witnessed by everyone, and the assembly ended 

with a recital of the Lord’s Prayer and a song. 

Photo courtesy of St. Mary’s School. 

An Act of Peace on Armistice Day 

At 11.02am on 11th November, immediately after observing the two minutes silence, 
Shaw and Crompton Parish Council demonstrated its commitment to peace by 
becoming the latest Pledge signatory. 

The Chairperson of Shaw and Crompton Parish Council, Cllr. Angie Farrell, put her 
signature to the document in the presence of the Chairperson’s Consort, two Parish 

Councillors, the Council Clerk, and Maria Ellis and Richard Outram from the Forum.  

The Parish Council has agreed to support the Forum’s efforts to make Dunwood Park 
a peace park, to support peace events in the park, to work with the Forum to 
promote peace at public events supported by the Parish Council, and to designate 

the Chairperson’s annual walk around the Parish boundaries a peace walk. 

Shaw and Crompton Parish Council is the first district council in the UK to apply to 

become a signatory to the Pledge. 

 

Photos courtesy of Cllr. Louie Hamblett 



11.  The Oldham Peace Times Issue 6 – December 2016 
 

Oldham Forum signs Peace Pledge 

At its meeting held Friday 25 November in the Council Chamber, The Oldham Pledge 

to Peace Forum itself became the latest signatory in the borough to sign the Pledge.  

At its Annual General Meeting held during the Oldham Peace Week in September, 
the Forum became a constituted body with elected officers and its own distinctive 

‘peace plan’ with defined actions for delivery within one year.  

The Forum also extended offers of appointment to the position of Honorary 
Chairperson to the founders of the Pledge to Peace initiative, Mr. Prem Rawat and 

the Hon. Gianni Pittella MEP.  

As well as signing the Pledge to Peace at Friday’s meeting, Acting Chair, Maria Dawn 
Ellis, co-founder of the Forum, also signed the letters to Mr. Rawat and Mr. Pittella. 

 

Photo: Forum members look on as Maria signs the Pledge. 

Maria said: “In the Mayor’s absence, it was an honour and a privilege to be able to 
sign these documents and to act as Chair of this important meeting held in such a 
magnificent venue. It is apt that we have applied to become a signatory to the 
Pledge at a time when we shall be marking the fifth anniversary of the launch of the 
Pledge to Peace in the European Parliament in Brussels (28 November 2011).” 

Please Come and Join Us in 2017 

With Christmas almost upon us and the close of a most eventful 2016, all of us at 
the Oldham Peace Times send you and yours our best wishes for a happy Xmas and 
a peaceful new year. Please come and join us in 2017 and help the new-year 
become even more peaceful in the Oldham borough. 
 
The next meeting of the Oldham Pledge to Peace Forum will be held on Friday 24th 
March from 1.30pm until 3pm in the Lees Suite, Civic Centre. Institutions, 
organisations and individuals who support the work of the Forum, and / or wish to 
sign the Pledge to Peace, are welcome to attend.  

For further details about the event or any of the contents of this newsletter, please 
contact Richard at The Oldham Pledge to Peace Forum by email to 
richardoutram35@gmail.com or telephone 07583097793 

mailto:richardoutram35@gmail.com
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Peace Around The World 
 

 
By: Serena Ateeque (seen above, with her mother Cllr. Yasmin Toor, 

reading the poem at our Peace Day Event) 

 
Peace be upon you and your family 
Peace be upon your city 
Peace be upon your country 
Peace be around the world 
  
May you have a peaceful life 
With a gentle peaceful smile 
May you have all the happiness 
May you become the Ambassador of Peace 
  
May your message of peace shine 
Like a shooting star 
May every village, town and city 
Receive your "Special" message of peace 
With a golden hand shake 
  
May the magic of peace sprinkle 
In your heart, in my heart and  
In everyone’s heart 
Peace…..peace…..peace 
Peace upon you all ……… 

  


